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St. Louis Convention In Session 


Nearly 300. delegates sinid visitors attended the dies bas sessions of the convention, Delegates came from 
eight states and ee 194 local unions, more than 50,000 workers. 


Introducing 


The Farm Labor News 


This is the first issue of the Farm 


Labor News published by the Na- 


tional Farm Labor Union, or South- 


ern Tenant Farmers Union. This 


paper will be published each month 


during the year 1946. 


The new constitution of the Union| 


provides that 25¢ of each member’s 


-yearly d@es shall be set aside to pay 
for this paper. Every paid up mem-: 


ber of the Union will get a copy by 
mail each month. Local officers and 
organizers may order bundles for re- 


sale and distribution to non-mem- 
bers. 


The price will 25¢ 


a year. All non-members who make 
contributions to the Union will-re- 


ceive the Farm Labor News each 
month. 25¢ ofeach contribution will 
be allocated to pay for their paper. 


The Union Program 
— 


Higher Wages For Farm Labor 

Farm And Home Ownership For 
Members 

Building Of Union Co-op Stores 

Seasonal Jobs For Unemployed 
Members 

-A’Farm Labor Lobby In Washing- 

ton 


‘Farm Labor News 
Published Monthly By Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union 
(S.T.F.U.) 

Box 443, Memphis 1, Ten. 


nessec 


Subscription Rate-25¢ Per 


| tion, 


Free Library At 
Spruce Pine 
Co-op Store 


The Spruce Pine Cooperative Store 
in Alabama’ has.recently set up a 


free library for the use of patrons of 


the store. About 200 good books were 


'|contributed by people who heard 


about the need for reading matter in 


‘the Spruce. Pine community. J. F. 


Hynds, Manager of the Cooperative 


{Store reports that the books are in 


constant use. Classics, modern fic- 
and popular magazines are 
needed. There is no need for school 
books. Anyone who would like to 
contribute books to this library may 
send them to J. F. Hynds, Box 35, 
Spruce Pine, Alabama. 


Ed O’Neal Wants 


Congress Import 


Foreign Labor 


Ed O’Neal, Alabama cotton planter 
who heads the Farm Bureau, is now 
in Washington trying to get Congress 
to pass a law appropriating fourteen 
‘million dollars to continue import- 
ing foreign workers for exploitation 
this year on the big farms and plan- 
tations of the nation. 

O’Neal and his crowd tried to per- 
suade the War Department to keep 
German and Jap war prisoners in 


|the United States to work on farms 


in 1946. All war prisoners are being 
sent home. Now they waht to keep 
bringing in Mexican, Jamaican, and 
‘Bahamian workers so they will have 
a large supply of labor and thus keep 
down farm wages. — 

It is estimated that from 5 to 8 
million American workers will be out | 
of jobs by spring. There are hundreds 
of thousands of under-employed 
farm laborers in the South who 
would welcome a job in another area 
of the United States during their off 
season on the cotton plantations. 

The National Farm Union, The 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, and 
oth@r ‘liberal and- religious organi- 


zations are opposing this plan to keep 


TAM Rural Workers 


Invited To Join 
Farm Labor Union 

The 12th. annual convention of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union 
meeting in St. Louis, Decernber 11, 
12, and 13th., adopted a new program 
and changed the name of the organi- 
zation to National Farm Labor Union. 
The ranks of the Union are now open 


to all farm labor throughout the 
United States and nearby islands. 


will also organize all types of indus- 
trial workers in ‘rural areas and 
towns where no other trade union 
exists.. 
$5 A Day Deniinded For 
All Farm Labor ° 


to secure higher -wages for 


of not less than $625 per year was 


65¢ an nour was also set for tractor 
drivers and skilled farm meehanics. 


| Workers employed in cotton gins, oil | : 


mills, and other industries, will 


not less than’ an 10ur 


their work. 

Convention Petitions President 
Truman To Distribute Land 

~ Among the highlights of the con- 

vention was a resolution telegraphed 

to President Truman urging that 

legislation be enacted which will 


tion of large plantations and com- 
mercial farms in the United States, 
just as General MacArthur has or- 
dered in Japan to abolish farm ten- 
ancy and absentee ownership of land. 
General MacArthur has ordered the 
Japanese government to .break up 
large estates and to re-sell the land. 
on long terms at low interest rates to 
Japanese tenant farmers by March 
Convention Labor Lobby 
In Washington 

The convention voted to raise a 
fund for the purpose of setting up a 
farm labor lobby in Washington to 
work for a five point legislative pro- 
gram designed to raise living stand- 
ards for all types of farm people. 
The farm labor lobby will work for 


(Continued On Page Two) | 


on bringing’ in foreign laWorers to 
work on farms. 

The National Farm Labor Union 
proposes that Congress appropriate 
‘the fourteen million dollars for the 
purpose of recruiting and transport- 
ing Americans to work on farms 
where. there is need for seasonal la- 
bor. Such a transportation and re- 
cruiting program should be placed 


‘| under the direction of the U: S.-De- .. 


partment of Labor and the Labor De- 
partment should be authorized. to ‘set 


ards for American farm workers. 


ad 
‘ 


The National Farm Labor Union 


The convention adopted a program 

farm. 
labor. A wage of not less than $5 per 
| day was demanded. An annual wage 


approved. A scale of not less than — 


provide for the seizure and distribu-. 


legislation which includes: measurez. 


minimum wages and housing stand- 
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~ national health education and rural 


- repeal the poll tax laws, and in-en- 


' Iam Green of the American Federa- 


Women. 


Hon. Palmer Baumes, City Commis-' 


be ing officers for 1946: H. L. Mitchell, 
_ Memphis, President; F. R. Betton, St. 


_Memphis, Secretary-Treasurer. Mem- 


_ Stith of Howell, Ark.; John Gammill 
Of Clearview, Okla.: Carrie Dilworth 


Mémphis. 


will until 


FARM LABOR NEWS 


‘Convention Adopts” 
Program 


(Continued From Page One) 


to re-settle farm families on small, 
farms of their own; the extension of 
old age pensions to all farm peopie' 
over 60 years of age; provisions for 


housing programs; the extension of 
the Wage and Hour Law and the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Act to protect 
farm labor. The lobby will also co-. 
operate with other agencies in se-. 
curing the adoption of a Fair Em- 
ployment Practices Act, in helping 


acting anti-lynching legislation. - 
_ Noted Speakers Address 
Convention | 
Speakers addressing the convention 
included: Mr. E. T. Theiss of Wash- 
ington, representing President Wil- 


tion of Labor; and Mr. August Scholle 
of Detroit, representing President 
Philip Murray of the Congress of In- 

‘ dustrial Organizations. © 


The featured speaker of the con- 
vention was Mrs. Mary McLeod 
Bethune of Washington, President of 
the National Council of Negro 


Bishop William, Scarlett of St. 
Louis made the opening address. 


sioner, represented the Mayor of St. 
Louis. Messages of greeting to ihe 
convention delegates were received 
from. President Harry S.,Truman, 
Mrs. Eleanor Rooseygit, Senator 
Frank Briggs of Mjssouri, Congress- 
man Frank < Hovuk of Michigan, and 
_ Many. eihers. 

. Union Officers Elected For 1946 

The convention elected the follow- 


Louis, Vice President; Dorothy Dowe, | 


bers of the National Executive Coun- 
cil are: A. E. Cox of Cruger, Miss.: 
J. F. Hynds of Spruce Pine, Ala.; J. 
E. Clayton of Chicago, Ill.; W. A. 
Johnson of Wardell, Mo.; George 


of Gould, Ark.; Mae Pearl said of 


re) | 
_ Building the membership of your 
union is part of your job. What 
others know about the National 


Record Of. Union 


*Union Re presented At 


Organizational Progress 
From January 1, to December 10, 


1945, a total of 34 new local Unions | 


were organized in Arkansas, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Missouri, and 


Oklahoma. A new District Council 
‘composed of 17 new locals was or- 


ganized in central Arkansas. 
Educational Institutes Held 
“The first of a series of educational 
institutes was held in connection with 
the 1lth. annual convention in Little 
Rock in November, 1944. This was 
followed by an institute at Cotton 
Plant, Arkansas, in February. An- 
other institute was held at LeMoyne 
College in Memphis during the 
month of March. In July, another in- 
stitute was held in Memphis and the 
plan for an annual wage for-farm la- 
bor was worked out. The last con- 
ference was held in St. Louis follow- 


_|organizers, and rural ministers at- 
tended these educational meetings. 


Union Members 
Placed On Jobs 

During the year 1945, 1,250 mem- 
bers of the Union were sent out of | 
the South on short term seasonal: 


: jobs in canneries, packing plants, and |. 


farms, in the states of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Delaware, and 
California. These members earned 
an average of about $180 in addition 
to their earnings of about $400 a 
year on the cotton plantations. The 
workers were provided railway 
transpertatien to and from the jobs.. 
They were paid union wages and: 
were represented by elected union 
officials. Housing was inspected and 
‘appreved before they were sent out 
of the South. Ninety per cent of these 
members returned home when their 
jcontracts expired. 


District Meetings Held—Plans 
Made For Seasonal Migration | 

During the month of October, Pres- 
ident Leon B. Schachter of the Meat 


and Cannery Workers Union, Cam-' 


-|den, New Jersey, addressed district 
meetings in Arkansas, Alabama, and 
Missouri. Plans were made to trans- 
fer several thousand members to the 


Farm Labor Union will be _mostly 
what you tell them. _ 


state-of New Jersey during sum- 
mer season of +1946. 


_ LABOR WANTED 


Men Or 


Women 


Good workers are needed for seasonal jobs in canneries and on farms 
ont of the South, during the spring nee summer months when there is little 


‘to do on cotton farms. 


_ Members of the Union 18 years of age and ot over 60, if n 1 goed health, 


‘will bé. considered for these jobs. 


The Union will arrange for transportation: see that housing is 
provided on the job. Union wage rates are paid. 


Members of the Union who want to go out on a job should register now | 2 
by filling out and mailing .the blank below. The merabers will thea ae 8 


notified when a job is open for him, 


Tear Off And Mail To Box 443, M emphis I, Tenn... 


My Name Is 


Address Is - 


_My Age Is——yrs. 


Route N umber Box 


am White—Colored will be ready for a job about- 


Number ? State 


San Francisco Conference 


| countries and ¢ on behalf of the Union, 


the world to set labor, 


world. 


> 


Union Leads Fight Against 
Cotton Picking Wage Ceiling 


The Unjon led the fight against the 
imposition of a wage ceiling on cot- 


and Missouri. Wage ceilings on cot- 


U A test case” against 
|ficials of the Department of ‘Agri- 


pose cuts. 


Alabama Union bier 
Wins Fight To Organize 


was threatened with death unless he 


(the rights of a Union official to or- 


membership. 


Union M liars 
Given Milch Cows - 


ilies in “Arkansas in August. 


cows are pledged to give the first in- 


'|lowing program was announced:. 


employers. 


staple goods they must buy. . 


~jocal industries. 


“Date 


elections. 


ae E. Clayton, member of the Na- 
tional Executive Council was sent to 
San Francisco in May to attend the 
United Nations Conference on World 
|security. Mr. Clayton met with dele- 
gates from colonial‘ and agricultural | 


\ton pickers’ wages were defeated in 
| Missouri. 


_jculture was filed in U. S. court but 
Jno decision has been made as to the 
-jlegal right of the government to im- 


ganize. Action was taken after the 
case was reported to Washington 
jand no further attempts were made 
to interfere with the Union in Re- 
jform. The -local now has a large. 


Union Calls Fi or Organization| 


|Of Southeast Missouri 


Following the victory in the Delmo 
Labor Homes fight, a call to organize 
all farm labor in southeast Missouri 
was issued bythe Union. The fol- | 


2. To set up in every community a 
Union cooperative store so thaty 
}| . Members can save money on 


presented a program calling for a 
j conference of agricultural people of 
housing; 
health, and educational standards for 


|ton picking in Arkansas, Mississippi, | 
ing the convention. Local Officers, : 


of-| 


Hayes McCrary, President of the 
Local Union at Reform, Alabama, 


disbanded his organization. Such}. 
ithreats were made by the mayor and} 
|chief of police of the town. The} 
Union sent a lawyer to defend Mc-j| — 
Crary and called on the Department 
iof Justice in Washington to protect 


_ The Church of the Brethren Serv-| 
jice Committee placed 18 pure bred 
heifer milch cows with selected fam-. 


The 
Union members who received the 


crease. to needy samuly. 


Ll. To get a wage of not less than} 
$5 a day for all farm ‘labor. To| 
enforce this by a union contract | 


3. To place unempleyed workers 
on out of state jobs when they 


not farming of, working in}, 


When 


Pass It On 
Let 
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FARM LABOR NEWS 


Freedoms For 
Farm Labor 


‘picker and, other mechanical farm 
equipment, hundreds of thousands of. 
people will be displaced from) 


. the land during the next five years.’ 
Be it resolved that this convention 


 @uthorize the incoming officers of the 


Union for 1946 to set up in the na- 


_ tion’s capital, a Farm Labor Lébby 

aks to secure the adoption of the follow- 
ing legislation: 

4. Secure the enactment of na- 

_ tional legislation that. will) 

provide immediate relief, em- 


- ployment. in industry, and re- 


settlement on small farms of 
persons displaced by the advent 
. of the mechanical cotton picker. 


people and provide a fair pen- 
sion ‘for persons over 60 
: years of age. 


tion. 


’ medical and hospital care for all 
citizens, including farm people. 
. Secure enactment of legislation 
extending coverage of wage and 
- hour legislation and the protec- 
tion of the National Labor Re- 
Tations Act to all farm people. 


es And further, that the Farm Labor | 
Lobby work: with orther organiza- 


ployment Practices Act, and repeal of 


the poll tax, and enactment of anti-- 7 


_ lynching legislation. 


Also be it resolved that the Union | 


raise special funds to maintain the 
farm labor lebby for a period of not 
“Tess than 5 years. That all. members. 
_ be called upon to contribute to. the 


| Freedoms Fund. 


Workers Meeting 


. Inasmuch as the problems of agri- 

| cultural labor throughout the world) 

~~ are similar to the problems of our 
_ Own membership, be it resolved that 

_ this convention go on record as being 

ain: favor of the establishment . of an 
international organization of agricul-' 
‘tural workers. Further, that officers 

of the Union are hereby instructed | 

cooperate with organizations in: 

other countries in establishing an in-: 


ference which may be called in Lon- | 


“don by the National | 


‘Workers Union of England, or of- 
“facials of the International Federa- | 
ton of Trade 


| Resolution ‘On F. E.P.C. 


- Inasmuch as religious or racial dis- 


in employment violaxs 


the rights of American citizens, and. 


engangers the strength of ail portions | 
of the labor movement in America, 
“we urge Congress to pass an act cre- 
“ating. @ permanent Fair Employment | 
Commission. | 


. secure the enactment of a na-' 
tional old age pension law that 
will include all types of farm! — 


Secure the enactment of na-: 
tional legislation to provide. 
decent housing for all rural peo-. 
ple, and. federal aid to educa- 


. secure the of 


tional legislation that will set up 
a health: program providing! , 


. tions in the enactment of a Fair Em- 


ternational organization and if 
_-vited, to send delegates: to the con- 


Annual Wage 


| _ |For Farm Laber 
view the coming of the cotton! 


Whereas, the average income of 
|farm labor of all types on the cotton 
plantations of the South is less than 
$400 per year; 

Be it resolved that this convention 
goes on record as demanding an an- 
year. 


Furthermore, be it resolved that! 
this convention goes on record as op- 
| posing plans of large farm interests | 
jand plantation owners to persuade 
the Congress of the United States to 
appropriate millions of dollars from 
the public treasury to be used for’ 
|the purpose of importing foreign la-: 


that the scale for 
\farm labor be-not less than $5 for a 


tractor drivers and skilled farm ma- 
|chine operators be not than 
per hour. 

Be it also resolved that the Union 
jwork out a contract with employers 
operating large plantations or indus- 
trial type farms, which will provide 
a guarantee of not less than 125 days 
work a year, at the above rate of pay. 


| Membership And 
Defense Cards _ 
We recommend that the member- 
ship card and legal defense card be 
combined into one card for the great- 
er convenience of Union members. 


Legal Service To Members 


a. legal service for its members. for 
many ‘years. and members who pay 
their dues and legal defense assess-' 
ments expect the. Union to provide a 
jlawyer for them for every kind of 
legal matter that may arise, 

Be it resolved, that, all members: 
notified that the type of service 
the hina gives is limited to mast fol-' 
lowing: 
1. The protection of civil liberties 

of its members 
2. Aid and advice in securing set-| 

wage claims 
And that all-members be advised 
\that the Union does not employ a 
lawyer to attend to their individual 
cases involving personal matters. or: 


Further, be it resolved that a legal 
\rights bulletin be prepared and 


lthat he may know what his_ 


are under the law and the type of. 
service he may expect vireagh. the 


Jobs F For 
- Whereas, several thousand Union 
|members have been placed on jobs’ 
| during their off seasons on the farms 
|for the past several years, and 
| ‘Whereas, some of these members 
have been placed on jobs during their' 
off seasons.on the farms for the past 
|several years, and ‘ 
Whereas, some of these eacimaen? 
| have. brought discredit to the organi-| 
zation by failure to live up to their, 
j agreements and satisfactory’ 
work, 
| Be it rseolved, that any cna of 
|the Union: who accepts employment 
and is transferred to a seasonal job 
| and without cause, fails to live up to 
his. contract, that he or she be pro-, 
hibited from being sent out on an- 
{other job for a period of one year, 
| And further, that only fully paid, 
up members be allowed t go out on 
these s ‘Seasonal 


Whereas, the Union has maintained | 


|real estate chaims. 


)printed and sent out to every paid 
l/up member of the Union in 1946, so 
rights | 


Union. 


| 


bor for work on farms and that in- 
| stead, we urge the Congress and ad- 


110 hour day, and that the rate for|ministration to provide a law 
| whereby all farm labor shall be paid 


a minimum wage and that. funds be 


| | appropriated to provide transporta- 


tion for migratory American workers 
and to set up a housing program and 
‘sanitary facilities where such work- 
ers are employed.” | 


For Co-op 


| Management 


‘Whereas, the Union has sponsored. 
a program for setting up cooperative 


eration and several others are in the 
process of being organized, and we 


|recognize the need for training man- 
agers for these cooperatave busi- 


nesses. 

' Be it resolved, that the Union 
sponsor an educational institute dur- 
ing the coming year to train man- 


|agers in cooperative business methods 


and solicit the support and help of 
cooperative associdtions and  in- 


| terested organizations in conducting 


|such an institute. 


Furthermore, be. it ressiged that. 
jthe Union employ a person trained in| 


.{the cooperative movement to conduct 


educational work and assist members 


jin setting up cooperative stores. 


Be it resolved that all cooperatives 


|set up by the Union be khown as 


“Farm Labor Cooperatives,” to dis- 
tinguish them from other types of 
cooperative enterprises. _ 

Further, that the Union encqurage 
all of its members who have cotton 
and other farm products for sale, to 
market their products through exist- 
ing cooperative associations and ex- 


changes. 


| Organizers’ Credentials 
| And Reports oe 

We recommend that no person be 
given organizer’s credentials until he! 
has been thoroughly investigated by 
a member of the Executive Council 
-and until he has become a paid up 
member. We further recommend 


| 


\that éach accredited organizer submit 


monthly, and if possible, weekly re- 
|ports on his activities. Such reports 
are to be submitted to the President 
of the Union. 


‘We recommend that the President | 
jand other officials of the Union con- 
| tinue their efforts in working out an 
agreement by which our Union can. 
| become ‘an official and affiliated part 
of some larger national labor move- 
ment. 


|Full Employment Bill 
We recommend that Congress pass 


| 
stores and two stores are now in Op-. 


| work out a program whereby meme 


Labor Affiliation | Opposing Wage Ceilings 


| for cutting the i income of cotton picke | 


| Whereas, the were’ nes 
|publicized, 


*Resolution On 


Reconversion Program 

Inasmuch as we believe that. the : 
recent report of the Department of 
Agriculture entitled, “Conversion of © 
The Cotton South,” fails to give sufe 
ficient facts concerning the needs of 
low income farm families regarding 
housing, medical care, employment 
;opportunities, and land ownership, 
we recommend that the Executivé . 
Council secure the help of agrieule © 
tural economists and work out an 
alternative program to the one pree 
sented by the Department of Agrie 
culture to the end that the needs of 
farm: families may be adequately 
presented to the nation. 


| Fradulent Cotton 


Gin Weights 

Whereas, Union members and thoue | 
sands of other farmers in the South 
have been cheated in the weighing 
of their cotton at the gins, we r@&s> 
ommend that the Executive Council 
m consultation with attorneys, initate 
procedings by which a test case ine 
volving some Union member may be 
brought to the attention of the courts, 
and by which such a case can be adee 
quately publicized to the end that- 
such flagrant violations of the law 
may stop. 


Farm And Home Ownership 
Wheteas, there are millions of 
acres of land that have recently been 
brought and 
Whereas, there “are. millions 
other acres of ‘now 
sub marginal and grazing land, that 
could be brought into cultivation by, 
and drainage, 
Be it resolved that the pute | 
instruct officers of the Union te wor 
for a new land policy by the fed ; 
government that will make farm 


| 


\land available to the landless people ae, 


of this country, 


And further, that we demand an 
enlarged and liberalized farm securie 


|ty program that is not dominated by 


commercial, industrial, and plantae 

tion type farm operators, _ 
Further, that the Executive Coune 

cil ‘appoint at least one person to 


|bers of the Union who are able to 
‘purchase farms may locate ‘Suitable | 
places. 

And also, that the Union: make 
every effort to enable people now on 
Farm Security Administration proj- 
ects to purchase their farms or ree 
tain their long term leases so that #am 
such land will not revert to come | : a 
mercial, industrialized, and plantas 
j tion type farms. 


Whereas, the wage ceiling policy 
|Was initiated by the large planterg 


| erg. 
_ Whereas, the wage ceiling hearings | 
|were conducted in such a way that — 
jonly the planters were given an ope — 
\portunity of expressing their views, ~ 


Whereas, only were le 
lowed to vote in the referendums 


the Full Empleyment Bill without 


: (Continued On Page Four) 3 
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1948 


Union Members 


A new cooperative store opened at 
Gould, Arkansas, on November 3, 
1945. About 100 Union members have 
purchased $5 shares. The store is 
managed by Carrie Dilworth, recent- 
ly elected to the Union’s Executive 
Council. George Henderson of Varner 
is Chairman of the Board of Di- 
==. 


Mississippi Poll 
Tax Due 


Union members livng in the state 


of Mississippi who want to vote in 
the 1946 elections must pay their 
poll tax. before February Ist. The 


‘ year’s tax must be paid before a 


citizen s qualified to vote in Miss- 
issippi. Each person must be able to 


read and interpret and section of the 
XPstate constitution the registrars may Junaluska, N. C., read: 
‘Senator Bilbo says dis-|. 


require. 
charged veterans cannot vote untless 
they too pay the poll tax by February 
ist. The Democratic primary is held 
in July. Senator Bilbo is up for re- 
election and so is Congressman John 


Cooperative Store 
‘Organized By 


Become 


ome 


Last F ebruaty, Farm Security Administration ordered the Homes in porithendt Missouri sold 
for the high dollar. The Union started in to save the project for the people. On November 15, the Delmo Labor 
Homes were sold to the residents for about $800 per ‘house and lot. , . | 


Bilbo---‘UnChristian’ 


“UnChristian” was the condemna- 
tion directed at Senator Bilbo by 
Methodist women leaders from nine 
Southern states, including Mississippt. 
The resolution, proposed by Mrs. M. 


E. Tilly and adopted at a meeting in 


“Realizing the great necessity for 
the promotion of plans that will bind 
our nation together into one united. 
group, and realizing that when one 
single group of citizens is singled out 
for discrimination and attack, the 
whole peace and unity. of the nation 


Resolutions Adopted 
The Convention 


(Continued From Pagé Three) 
wage laborers who codstitute the ma- 
ckers in many sec- 


is threatened, and that when it comes 


from, Congress halls it has both a di- 
rect and indirect bearing upon. the 
peace of the world. : 

“We, Methodist women from the 
“nine Southern states in the seminar 
on Christian Social Relations, in— 
session this day deplore and con- 


regulations from votingon these demn the filibuster of Sen. Theo- 


ceilings, 


And inasmuch as the prececent of 
setting wage ceilings in peace ;times 
may spread to industry and other 


dangering the civil rights and lower- 
ing the income of workers every- 
where, 


dore G. Bilbo against the Fair Em- 
ployment Practice Committee, 
-made as an attempt to thwart the 
onward march of democracy; and 
we further condemn such use of 
Senate time as a tragic waste of 
taxpayers’ money. 


“We are bowed in contrition that | 


We condemn the Secretary of. 
.. Agriculture for having approved the 
recommended ceilings in Mississippi. 


_ and Arkansas of $2.10 and $2.05 re- 


: co nations will never prevent wars 


. having the opportunity of assuming 


Organization to control the produc- 
- tion of atomic energy, and to coop-. 


ecutive Council and the Union at- 


onthly Reports Of 


ceilings into effect despite the execu- 
, tive order of the President rec- 
“ommending that war time restrictions 
On wages be lifted, 


And we recommend that the Exé 


torney continue their efforts to put 
an end to such wage ceilings. 


Atomic Bomb | 


a senator of our South could so for- 
get himself as to be so unChristian 
and ungentlemanly as to address 
anyone with the title of an offensive 


spectively and for having put these epithet. We deplore and condemn 


‘the violent and abusive attack made 


by Sen. James O. Eastland upon our 
American Negroes in the armed 
forces, who with the other youth of 
our land, are giving their lives for 
thé sake of us all. We particularly 
deplore that such a speech was made 


by a senator of our South. 


“W e want the outside world to 
know that such practices and tac- 
tics do not have the sanction of 


“Inasmuch as alliance among the 


~ and the atom bomb threatens the 
very existence of the human race, 
and the American government has 
the atomic secret and knowledge con- 
_ cerning the production of atomic 
energy, we recommend that Congress 


a position of moral leadership in the 
world, empower the United Nations 


_erate with other nations in. making 
the UNO the controlling 


= the world, | 


| 


the Christian South. We make 
these pronouncements in the Name 
of Him Who came that we might . 

be one, and that life—more abund- 
ant life—might be for all.” 


our members are paying their dues 
annually, we recommend that each 
local secretary be required to make 
monthly rather than quarterly re- 
ports to the President of the Union, 


Poll 


We recommend that the Enécution 
Council urge all Union members» to 
pay their poll taxes and also that the 
Council, inform all members as to the 
| time . and’ method | that: ‘such taxes 


as a majority of| 


should be paid. 


[refuses to show their books, or to reveal what their profits were, 


Four 


The St. Louis convention authorized the establishment of a Four Free- 
doms Fund. All members and friends of the Union are called upon to make 
a contribution to this Fund. It is proposed to raise not less than $50,000 to 


speech, freedom of press, freedom from fear, and freedom from want. 


-of the southern states do not have even one of the four freedoms. The 
$50,000 will be used to support the full time farm labor lobby in Washing- 


Land Workers Federation in London, England, in the near future. 

Each person who makes a contribution to this fund will receive a 
badge to wear showing that he or she has contributed to the cause of ex- 
tending the Four Freedoms to farm labor. Local Unicon secretaries may 


_in their money to the National Office. Use the blank desea 


National Farm Labor Union 


| Box 443 


Memphis 1. Tenn. 


I enclose check or money order for $ 
Four Freedoms Fund. Send the badge to me. 


‘ Please apply this to the 


My address is — 
| Route No. Box No. _ Town State 


fa armers Stake li Strikes 


openly declared for a strike. The owners while not openly declaring for a 

strike, seem nevertheless to have decided to stage one just as much as the 
workers. They have little reason to worry about any losses because of 
ment. This is provided for by the recapture clause of the present tax law 
the year of 1945 and ’46 which can be covered by refunds from taxes paid 


by that concern during the four years of the war. Thus, industry can’sit 


payers may have something to worry about but not. the industrial concern, 
| And farmers should make no mistake as to which side of their bread 


government subsidies make up the difference) to get for what they: sell. 


make a Ford automobile. These facts may be the reason why management 


be used to bring the Four Freedoms to all working farm families. These 
four freedoms as advocated by the late President Roosevelt are: freedom of 


During the convention, J. E. Clayton pointed out that the farm people a 


ton and to send delegates to take part in a conferenée of the International ; 


accept such contributions. Any member or reader of this. paper Ry send 


The country is in the midst of another one of those struggles which omit 
democracies can produce.. This ime it is over what isa fair division of the _ 
earnings of industry as between the workers and owners. To force a settle- 
ment in their favor both seem to have gone on a strike. The workers have ~ 


stoppage of work, for all such losses are covered by the Federal govern- 


which has a provision requiring the government to reimburse “a corporation » 
formally engaged in war production for any losses that it may have during - 


back and let the strike go on: the workers and the public and the tax ~ 


is buttered in this strike business. Unions seeking a greater share of the 
earnings of industry make up the vast bulk of farmers’ customers. If wages . 
go down the farmers market goes with them. Roughly 85-per cent of United _ 
States farmers’ customers are wage earners. What happens to the wages of —— 
|the people determines what happens to prices farmers can expect (uniess _ 


A lot of nonsense is put out about higher wages raising the prices that eee 
{farmers will have to pay for what they. buy. I am reliably informed:that —~—— 
labor cost of a tractor is about five per cent of the. price that a farmer has 
to pay when he buys one. Before the war, it required 27 hours of labor to 
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